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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As we embark on another exciting journey with the Singapore International Festival of
Arts (SIFA) 2024, 1 am filled with immense pride and anticipation for what lies ahead.
At Arts House Limited (AHL), we cherish the spirit of creativity and innovation, and
SIFA 2024 embodies this ethos to its core.

Sharon Tan


https://sifa.sg/2024-house-programme/ed-message-2024

MESSAGE FROM THE FESTIVAL DIRECTOR

People exist along the tension of things that unify and split them apart. The themes
across three Festival years — Ritual (2022), Some People (2023) and They Declare
(2024) were named to reflect this notion of sameness and difference between us.

-
FULL MESSAGE

Natalie Hennedige


https://sifa.sg/2024-house-programme/fd-message-2024

About the Production

Who’s coming to the show? HEEEX?
An old theatre. = |BRIEIE:
Two actors, A and O, enter. AINER, AFIO, Az,
They tussle, i 15E,
they divide, 158,
they play, i (piz2s A
and they SREfRA]

wait... ==
and wait, Fis,

and wait. BEE.

Playful, witty, sharp and tragic, the work draws inspiration from  {BHFZ. %, <Hhmst, XEMERRIS THRAARIZ. MR, =
physical theatre, clowning, absurdist humour and Chinese BN E SR RIS,
cross-talk.

BEMER U] BIA, SEAMNEUE, BEFTEREFER.
Come and be among the first to enjoy this new work by the
founders of NYT, Nelson Chia and Mia Chee.



Message WHO'S COMING TO THE SHOW?
. <= i,

from Mia EEREXL

Chee & Two actors, Mia and Nelson, enter.

Nelson Chia e ER, UEFZESR A,

Mia: When an actor performs on stage and there is no audience, is it considered a

performance?

Nel: When the audience seats are filled with people, everyone staring at the empty
stage, and if we don't go on stage, will the audience be watching a performance?

R BMABLET A, BNIIETESE, B, UAENERED?

Mia: When we create, we often consider -

H: BAEEERNEHR, EESERE -

Nel: What role does the audience play in this play?
A XHRE, MAENE MARE?

Mia: People standing by? Passive bystander? --

H ENE? BEENE? -

Nel: People watching the fire from across the river? Someone who wants to put out
fires? or -

A BATLKEIA? OIERKEIA? ES -

Mia: --The person who secretly started the fire.

A - IBIEBCKARYA.

Nel: Well, then, who is an actor playing?

& B, B, BR, MEHAAN?

Mia: A person who sets himself on fire.

H: 5 kBERAA.

Nelson Chia



Nel: Oh, a person consumed by the heat of desire.

R B, FEEHA.

Mia: Eh, someone who plays with fire.
H: 18, KA.
Silence. The two actors look into the audience.

¥, A5 EQEEUARE.

Mia: After all these years, you are still here?
H: RAZEFT, IRAfE?

Nel: It's been thousands of years, yet I'm still here.

R NTET, HRE

Mia: Why don't you leave?
H: (REATBH?

Nel: Why do you return?
R AREAM[OER?

Nel: In a thousand years, will you still be here?

N B E, fE=Es?

Mia: Will they come back?
L fiefi iR =oleig?

Pause. The two actors look at each other and close their eyes.

=7, PIEERE T —R, 7 LR,

Time passes, and a thousand years go by.

AfEledr, 1Y 7—F4F.

The two actors open their eyes and look at the audience.

IS/ ERKTHIREE, BRI,

Blackout.
,fi’}_ﬂ.laiﬂ



The two actors open their eyes and look at the audience.

PIE B RKFTIREE, BEMAE.

Blackout.
KTHE,

Remark:

&

Nine Years Theatre hopes to develop Waiting For Audience and take this work abroad
to share the unique qualities of Singapore Mandarin theatre with more audiences. As
such, we are keen to hear your feedback on the performance so that we may
improve. Thank you for being part of this creation. Thank you for coming to the show.
NERIFHRBRELE (FHUR) , FHEXMERTHIEIN, SESHIMAS TR
IERIZEIRSE D, BEit, HONBZ2RANMIZTEENER, DEEIHS, SERIes
XACNE. BHEHR AR,

Mia and Nelson
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Nine Years Theatre

CREATOR

NERIT

NINE YEARS THEATRE

An award-winning Singapore Mandarin
theatre company, Nine Years Theatre
(NYT) is dedicated to the...

Biographies

Mia Chee Nelson Chia
CO-FOUNDER & COMPBANY DIRECTOR CO-FOUNDER & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Mia is an actor, theatre producer and Nelson Chia is a director, performer,
educator, also co-founder and Company playwright, acting teacher and theatre
Director of Nine Years Theatre... lecturer. He has won...

'QULL BIO
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About SIFA

As Singapore’s annual pinnacle performing arts festival, the Singapore International Festival of Arts (SIFA) presents captivating and
diverse works across theatre, music, dance, film and visual arts. First launched as the Singapore Festival of Arts in 1977, the
festival has gone through several evolutions and inspired generations of arts lovers and practitioners. Today, the highly anticipated
festival is a high point on Singapore's arts and cultural calendar. SIFA continues its festival mission to champion the creation and
presentation of Singaporean and international works.

® O

About Arts House Limited

Arts House Limited (AHL) is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to inspiring and enriching lives through the transformative
power of the arts.

We proudly organise two flagship national festivals: the Singapore International Festival of Arts, a celebration of the local and
international performing arts, and the Singapore Writers Festival, a multilingual festival presenting the world's leading literary
talents.

At the heart of AHL's mission are six arts spaces designed to support our vibrant arts sector and forge connections within
communities. It includes two national monuments - The Arts House, multidisciplinary arts centre, and Victoria Theatre & Victoria
Concert Hall, a heritage building that is home to the Singapore Symphony Orchestra.

AHL also runs the Drama Centre, a dedicated performing arts space, as well as three creative enclaves for arts groups and
innovative enterprises: the Goodman Arts Centre, Aliwal Arts Centre, and Stamford Arts Centre.

Established in 2002 as The Old Parliament House Limited, AHL transitioned to its current identity as Arts House Limited in 2014.
As a public company limited by guarantee under the National Arts Council, we remain steadfast in our mission to champion the
arts as a powerful force for positive change.



https://artshouselimited.sg/
https://sifa.sg/
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Festival Fun

The festival is in full swing and you're invited to join in the buzz!
Surprise your friends and colleagues with these SIFA 2024 stickers and filters

IG Filters Whatsapp Stickers

Surprise your friends and colleagues with these SIFA 2024 filters Express yourself with these SIFA 2024 stickers

basaSOWN © FOATET)

-
S

#SIFA2024

FIND OUT MORE & PACK #1 & PACK #2

.


https://sifa.sg/festival-insider/festival-fun
https://sticker.ly/s/KWTN00
https://sticker.ly/s/AHXH35
https://sticker.ly/s/0Z5BXI
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