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NINE YEARS THEATRE
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Nine Years Theatre is a theatre company in Singapore dedicated to creating high-quality Mandarin
works, telling stories that remind us of our humanity.

RAERMNBIHLZRE! FOLLOW US
@NINEYEARSTHEATRE ON:
Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn
YouTube | /INIH | 18 | 15

Join our mailing list to get notified of future
performances and promotions!
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Dive into the enchanting underwater world with
Phinny, a gentle dolphin, and Wally, an enthusiastic
whale. In their vibrant ocean home, filled with coral
figurines and playful adventures, these unlikely
friends explore the wonders and face the challenges
of the sea. With ship threats and pollution encroaching
on their home, Phinny and Wally discover that unity
and friendship are their greatest allies. Together, their
unbreakable bond reminds us that true friends never
leave each other behind, no matter the tide.
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Nine Years Theatre (NYT) is a beloved Singaporean theatre company renowned for its captivating
Mandarin performances. We showcase the richness of Mandarin theatre while celebrating the

diverse cultures that define Singapore.

NYT tells heartwarming stories through live performances that remind us of what it means to be human.
We train our actors to make sure every show is top-notch. Our performances are known for being fun
and meaningful, and they connect with people from all walks of life. We create a variety of shows, from
original plays and adapted works to collaborations with artists from different fields and countries.

In 2024, NYT received the Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution Award (Organisation) from
the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre, recognizing our commitment to promoting and enriching

Singaporean Chinese culture.

Nine Years Theatre Ltd. is a charity with Institutions of a Public Character (IPC) status. Nine Years
Theatre is supported by the National Arts Council under the Major Company Scheme for the period

from 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2025.
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We call ourselves Nine Years Theatre (NYT)
because we took nine years to deliberate and
define the kind of theatre company we want to
be.In a way, patience, accumulation, and practice
have been core values of NYT since its inception.

In the early days of forming the theatre company,
the focus was on laying the foundation and
building an audience base. Today, after twelve
years of learning and practice, we finally launched
our first children's theatre production. Naturally,
our aim is to cultivate future audiences who

will go to the theatre to watch and appreciate
Mandarin-language plays.

NYT believes in the diversity and uniqueness
of Singaporean Chinese culture. In our efforts
to promote and develop it, we are focused on
the topic of continuity. Young audiences are
very intuitive and imaginative. Telling stories
to children not only requires sincerity but also
challenges our imagination.

Thank you for joining NYT, in imagining and
envisioning the future of local Mandarin theatre.

NELSON
Artistic Director
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10 years ago, I wrote an email, containing the very
first draft of Phinny & Wally, to one of my closest
friends as we were navigating the choppy waters
of adulting. 10 years later, the world is a very
different place, but our friendship remains, and
I'm finally bringing this story to life. Her support,
encouragement and compassion throughout our
journey is one of the things I am incredibly grateful
for, and one of the many reasons I've remained

in theatre. The power of friendship is incredibly
essential in our lives. Friends influence us more
than we know, and to a certain extent they guide
us to the people we are today. This show celebrates
the importance of human relationships and how
we can serve as guides and compasses when
navigating through hard times. I hope it inspires
you to treasure the meaningful friendships around
you and think about how you have encouraged
somebody else on their journey.
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Playwright and Director
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Shu Yi is a bilingual actor, singer, dancer and
host. Shu Yi graduated from LASALLE College
of the Arts with a BA(Hons) in Musical Theatre
(2016). She has been actively involved in the
local theatre scene and the TV/Film scene. Some
of her recent theatre credits include: A Dream
Under A Southern Borough (Toy Factory), Immortal
Variables (Nine Years Theatre) and Who's Afraid
of Virginia Woolf (Pangdemonium). Some of her
recent TV and Film credits include: #LookAtMe;
Reunion; Mount Emily.
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www.cherilynwoo.com | @cherilynwoo

Cherilyn Woo is a freelance theatre director
based in Singapore. Currently, she is an
Associate with Nine Years Theatre (NYT), a
Mandarin theatre company in Singapore. With
NYT, she has directed Faust/Us and Oedipus. In
the Singapore Theatre scene, Cherilyn works
with both established theatre companies and
independent collectives. Her work focuses

on exploring how humans interact with and
are influenced by their environments.

She is one half of Issy x Cher, a collective duo
that brings imaginative and interactive play to
younger audiences in unconventional spaces.
Most recently, they have developed Rhodo, as
seen in National Gallery Singapore, as well as
Dots 2.0, which was one of the selected projects
for the Performing Arts x Tech Lab 2024.

Cherilyn’s current interest involves experimenting
with emerging technology such as robots and
kinetic sensors as well as multidisciplinary work.
Occasionally, she raps.

www.cherilynwoo.com | @cherilynwoo
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Cheryl Ho is an award winning Actor, Writer
and Facilitator. After graduating from the
Victorian College of the Arts in Melbourne, She
has worked with Australia’s leading Theatre
companies like Sydney Theatre Company,
Melbourne Theatre Company, Malthouse

and ActNow. She was recently in International
Friendship Day by The Necessary Stage. Cheryl
was a Creative in Residence with Rainbow
Centre and Superhero Me as part of Cheryl x
Cheryl and is currently an Artist in Residence for
Resonates with Residency with National Gallery
Singapore. Her latest One Woman show, IAm
Seaweed premiered at the Melbourne Fringe
Festival 2023 and was nominated for Best in
Theatre and listed as one of the Fringe Judge’s
picks. More info at cherylhohuiee.com.
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Lim Weiling is a spatial practitioner & educator. She explores her work in the periphery of architecture
across the fields in art, design, pedagogy & creative methodologies. She is part of the design
triumvirate INDEX and currently founded Crew No. 6. She had dedicated the past decade teaching
Architecture & Spatial Design at The School of Design, Nanyang Polytechnic where she discovered her
passion in nurturing youth through the gamification of architecture design methodologies and hands-
on urban interventions with ephemeral architecture. She is interested in speculating and activating
possible new ways-of-life, new relationships and possible futures through her practices and works.
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Emanorwatty began her love for theatre in 1992. Her first major work as a lighting designer was for
a daunting play Indra Bangsawan by Teater Kami, in 1997 at the Victoria Theatre. Bagged with years
of experience since then, she attained a BA in Technical Theatre Arts from LASALLE College of the
Arts in 2007. Almost instantly after, she became a mother.

Now since her return to the craft, she embarked on what she called street style where her approach

is less formal and conventional, allowing more room for exploration and experimentation, and best

of all, leading to unpredictability. Some of her recent credits in 2024 include Motherland by M1 Fringe
Festival, The Dog Who Wasn't Useful at Huayi Festival 2024 by Drama Box Ltd, Kita by Teater Kami and

Air by Drama Box.

[4%% AUDREY TANG
fE%51% 1+ Costume Design

MR —IAREEIZ TN (BT, EEFMELIZ) . WE2013E5RIGE T 749, E5TAVESR]: (FBiEE)
(TOYREELT) « CGBZEY GRnsaREIRT) « (E—RWIMEY (W!Ild Rice) , URSHERIZEERN (FHRR) - [E
B, it th 28BS HIRIIAREEIRIT TS (Instagram: @onedayweforayed) . d1SBSHERIHRE, MHES

S EHEBNRIAREFTAASTEN (BFERSERER) N L& FHER

Audrey Tang is a fashion designer (costumes, kidswear and bridal). She is thrilled to reunite

with Nine Years Theatre, bringing the underwater world of Phinny & Wally to life with vibrant
‘sea-sational’ costumes. With a journey in theatre wardrobe spanning back to 2013, Audrey has
participated in various productions, including Glass Anatomy with Toy Factory Productions, Pursuant
- A Musical with Singapore Lyric Opera, Cook a Pot of Curry with W!ld Rice and Red Demon with Nine
Years Theatre. Beyond the stage, Audrey channels her passion for dressmaking into her work as
bridal designer under her label One Day We Forayed (Instagram: @onedayweforayed).
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Lynette Quek is an audiovisual maker, from Singapore. She experiments and works based on intuition to
engage in different forms of activations and methods of performance. Incarnations of her work include
audiovisual installations, composition through sound manipulation, as well as cross-disciplinary
performance with technology and objects.

Her work is project and site specific, at the same time engaging the audience as activators, varying across
the medium of sound, video, performance, sculpture, electronics, and expanding. Lynette has presented
her works in Singapore, Taiwan, across the United Kingdom, Europe, and Central America; in various forms
including installations, web-based works, and performances.
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Ellison is a Singaporean-Chinese performer, playwright and educator. She was Co-Artistic Director
of The Finger Players from 2020 - 2023, and also a Core Team Member. She is Co-Founder of The
Wanderlings - the first Singaporean collective to create baby theatre.

Ellison’s background is in puppetry, playwriting, the Suzuki Method of Actor Training and Viewpoints.
Notable acting credits include: Transplant (The Finger Players), Off Centre (The Necessary Stage), Art
Studio (Nine Years Theatre and Singapore International Festival of Arts), I Am Trying to Say Something
True (Esplanade: The Studios). Notable writing credits: The Bench (The Finger Players), All The World

is One’s Stage (Toy Factory and Esplanade: Huayi), The Dragon’s Dentist (Esplanade: PLAYtime!). She
was conferred the National Arts Council Arts Scholarship in 2020, and graduated from Rose Bruford
College with a Masters in Theatre for Young Audiences (Distinction).
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Your donation helps us

establish systems to
perfect our operations.

+ 2 complimentary tickets

« 20% off tickets Up to max. number

of 2 purchased tickets
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Your support pushes us

to explore and create
new directions

* 8 complimentary lickets

* 20% off tickets up to max.number

of 8 purchased tickets

g $10,000

BREAKTHROUGH and above

Your kindness moves us to
head for the unknown and

create bravely.

* 16 complimentary tickets

* 20% off tickets up to max.number

of 14 purchased tickets
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To the following [9-Cell Donation
Grid] donors, we thank you

from the bottom of our hearts
for making it possible for us to
continue creating high quality

theatre productions.
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PHYSIQUE and above

Your contribution helps us
share the training methods
that build our physique.

+ 4 complimentary tickets
- 20% off tickets Up to max. number
of 4 purchased tickets

$5,000

CHARACTER and above

Your generosity encourages
us to work hard and nurture
our character.

* 10 complimentary lickets
= 20% off tickets up to max.number
of 10 purchased tickets

g $25,000

TASTE and above

Your foresight inspires us
to learn about art and the
humanities.

+ 20 complimentary tickets
* 20% off lickets up to max.number
of 16 purchased lickels
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PERSONALITY  and above

Your backing helps us
accumulate our experiences
and grow our personality.

* 6 complimentary tickets
+ 20% off tickets Up 1o max. number
of 6 purchased tickets

Fig $7,500

ADVANCEMENT and above

Your trust spurs us to strive
for higher excellence

* 12 complimentary lickets
* 20% off tickets up to max.number
of 12 purchased tickets

AA—1E $50,000

UNIQUENESS and above

A heart-felt bow from all of us at
Nine Years Theatre.

+ 30 complimentary tickets
* 20% off tickets up to max.number of
18 purchased lickets
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