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@ Artistic Director’s Message
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Tartuffe (s Nine Years Theatre's first production of 2015, and also the second
creation by the NYT Ensemble Project. Nine Years Theatre focuses on
honing the actor's craft through consistent training, combining practice and
production in a systematic and organic way while placing emphasis on the
accumulation of experience in the process. This production does not seek
to merely innovate; rather, we view it as a continuation of the experiences
gained from our previous production, An Enemy of the People, in terms of
structure, direction, and concept, among others. We aim to explore these
on a deeper level in Tartuffe.

In addition to establishing a professional group of actors for the company,
the long-term goals of the NYT Ensemble Project also include encouraging
the theatre industry to develop alternative ways of thinking and work
methods. In other words, we are deeply concerned with how to develop and
grow together with our fellow arts practitioners as a community.

| would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the core members of the
NYT Ensemble -

Jean, Hai Bin, Qian Chou and Mia. Thank you for your understanding, trust
and commitment in the ensemble project. For this production, | would also
like to thank Jalyn, Darius and Wan Ching for their patience and creative
spirit, as well as the production team Tennie, Xiang Yi, Dorothy, Isaac, Chelsea
and Yan Ying for all the hard work they have put into the show.

Last but not least, | would like to sincerely thank the audience. Your support
and concern have been, and will always be, the motivation behind our
continual endeavours.

Nelson Chia
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Synopsis

Master of the house, Orgon, has invited religious Tartuffe to stay with the
family. Not only that, his admiration for him is near insanity. He wants his
daughter to marry Tartuffe, before making him the sole heir to his wealth.
The rest of the family - the wife, son, daughter, brother-in-law and even the
maid - has seen the hypocrite behind Tartuffe's pious appearance, except
for Orgon who remains blinded by faith. As such, the family members find
themselves at wit's end. How do you make a fox reveal its true nature? How
do you make someone see the truth?

(1hr 45mins, no intermission)
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About Moliére and Tartuffe

Jean-Baptiste Poquelin, better known by his stage name Moliere (1622-1673),
was a French playwright and actor, who is considered one of the greatest
masters of comedy in Western literature. Born into a prosperous bourgeois
family, he studied at the College de Clermont, then became an actor known
for his comic abilities, before he began writing, combining Commedia
dell’arte elements with the more refined French comedy.

His satirical works were popular with the court and Parisians alike, but often
attracted criticism from moralists and the Catholic Church. Tartuffe was one
such work, with its attacks on perceived religious hypocrisy roundly receiving
condemnations from the Church.

Moliére wrote Tartuffe (or The Impostor) in 1664. It sparked conflict amongst
the different groups who were offended by the play, including part of the
hierarchy of the French Roman Catholic Church, members of the upper-class
French society, as well as the illegal underground organization called the
Compagnie du Saint-Sacrement. However, the public, and especially Louis
X1V, was supportive of his work. Without Louis XIV's backing, Moliére could
have been excommunicated.

As a result of the resonation of Moliere’s play, contemporary French and
English both coin the word “tartuffe” to designate a hypocrite who ostensibly
and exaggeratedly feigns virtue, especially religious virtue.
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About Nine Years Theatre

Nine Years Theatre is a Singapore Mandarin theatre company that is co-
founded by Nelson Chia (Artistic Director) and Mia Chee (Company Director).
The company believes in the accumulative process of art. This is reflected in
our three-prong artistic direction: we are concerned with the development
of our creation, with the issues of long-term, regular actor training, and the
building of audienceship through knowledge sharing. The name “Nine Years”
is symbolic of our commitment to grow these efforts year by year.

Nine Years Theatre does not limit its range of productions by genre and scale.
We aim to create works that are essentially actor-centered, that challenge the
nature of the actor’s art in productions, and ultimately, question the notion
and the state of the Mandarin theatre.

Website: nineyearstheatre.com
Facebook: facebook.com/nineyearstheatre
Instagram: @nineyearstheatre
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Nine Years Theatre Ensemble Project

NYT Ensemble Project, a developmental platform of Nine Years Theatre, is an
attempt to build a company of actors who train and create together over an
extended period of time. Its main activities are divided into: regular training,
creation and performance. The ultimate aim of the project is to develop a
sustainable group of company actors that accumulates its strengths through
the ensemble environment to create works that are grounded and organic.

The core members include Mia Chee, Hang Qian Chou, Neo Hai Bin and Jean
Toh.

Tartuffe s the NYT Ensemble Project’s second production, following 2014's
sold-out performance of An Enemy of the People.
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Nelson Chia Director/Adaption/Translation

Nelson is an actor, director, and theatre educator. He had performed
in leading roles in English and Mandarin plays by various companies
in Singapore for the past two decades. Nelson has been training
regularly in the "Suzuki Method of Actor Training” and “Viewpoints”
since 2008. He had studied both methods with SITI Company in New
York. He had also trained in the Suzuki Method and performed in the
Toga Festival with the Suzuki Company of Toga in Japan.

Nelson is the co-founder and artistic director of Singapore Mandarin
theatre company, Nine Years Theatre, and is also the director of the
NYT Ensemble Project.
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Dorothy Png Lighting Designer

A lighting designer by profession since 1994, Dorothy is a highly experienced
and much sought after designer for most of Singapore’s theatre companies.
She also collaborates with independent artists for their own performances
as a passion for creative experimentation. Her range of work spans across
theatre, contemporary dance, ballet, opera, musical, site-specific works,
outdoor productions and music concerts.

Favourite works include: Farewell: The Body in 16 Chapters (Drama Box, Macao
Arts Festival 2013); Madame Butterfly (Singapore Lyric Opera, 2013); RAW:



Empty.interval, (collaboration with Lee Yong Wei, Lim Chin Huat and Julius Foo
(The Esplanade, The Studios 2012); «BE B1E» A Language of Their Own and
Dream Country — a Lost Monologue (Singapore Arts Festival 2012); Silat (Fort
Cornwallis, Penang, Malaysia, Georgetown Arts Festival 2012); The Music Room
(Kit Chan 2011 Concert); <fFIZ=» December Rains and <«Wk#ETLY» The Crab
Flower Club (Toy Factory Productions, 2009 & 2010).
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Tennie Su Production Stage Manager

From arts administration to production and stage management. From dance,
site-specific to theatre productions. Enjoys the carefree movement and flow
of dance, specified challenges for site-specific performances and appreciates
the beauty of language used in theatre.

And hence have worked on these productions:

Outdoor light installations: Night Lights 2011 and 2012 by Singapore Art
Museum, Homage to the Phoenix by ECNAD; a large-scale site-specific dance
for the Gardens by the Bay opening finale, Rite of Spring by The Arts Fission



Company and The Philharmonic Orchestra and ART by Nine Years Theatre.

HEIE SirEEERakE
—%BEY - BZNE - MRBR - BHERS

1)

Tan Xiang Yi Assistant Stage Manager

Xiang Yi has been in the stage management field since 2011. Some of her
credit includes: ART (Nine Years Theatre), IgnorLAND of its Time (Drama Box),
The Rite of Spring: A People's Stravinsky (The Philharmonic Orchestra Singapore
& The Arts Fission Company), Rabbit Hole (Pangdemonium), Singapore Arts
Festival 2012 — Main Stage, The Festival Village, and recently, Festival Opening
for The 25th Singapore International Film Festival.

Xiang Yiis honored to work with Nine Years Theatre again.
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Mia Chee as Elmire Ty p
Mia is an actor, producer and theatre educator, and is also the co-founder
and Company Director of Nine Year Theatre. She started performing at 9
years old when she joined Rediffusion Singapore's children group and
eventually graduated with a BA in Theatre Studies and Chinese Language
from the National University of Singapore. In addition to that, she studied at
Theatre Training and Research Programme for close to 2 years and had also
trained with SITI Company (New York) and Suzuki Company of Toga (Japan).
Recent works include An Enemy of the People (2014), The Bride Always Knocks
Twice (2013) and Who'’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? at Macau Arts Festival 2013.

Mia is a founding and core member of NYT Ensemble Project.
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Hang Qian Chou as Tartuffe ‘5:- - &

Qian Chou first worked with Nine Years Theatre on Twelve Angry Men and had
played Peter Stockmann in NYT Ensemble Project’s debut production of An
Enemy of the People.

He graduated from the NUS Theatre Studies Programme and has also



trained at David Diamond's Theatre for Living (Vancouver, Canada) and Ecole
Philippe Gaulier's Summer School (Paris, France). He was also in the pioneer
cohort of WILD Rice's actors' training programme young & WILD.

He has won three Life! Theatre Awards for Best Ensemble for his work in Twelve
Angry Men, Lao Jiu: The Musical and Mad Forest and was similarly nominated
for Own Time Own Target and The Hypochondriac.

Qian Chou is a founding and core member of NYT Ensemble Project.
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Neo Hai Bin as Damis/ Valeére

Neo Hai Bin received his exposure to theatre as a member of "ARTivate", the
youth wing of Drama Box. He is now a freelance theatre practitioner and has
worked with Drama Box, The Theatre Practice, TheatreWorks, and Nine Years
Theatre.

His performances include Bondage, Shh.. (Forum Theatre), Dust: A Recollection
(collaboration with Vertical Submarine), Mulan (children’s theatre), Dua Dai Ji
(Mockumentary Theatre), 11: Gao Xing Jian Devised (TTP Lab Programme), An
Enemy of The People and Senang, etc.



Over the years he experienced the theatre’s power to transform, to create,
to be human. It is a humbling experience to be part of theatre, part of life.

Hal Bin is a founding and core member of NYT Ensemble Project.
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Jean Toh as Marianne "

Jean Toh graduated from the BA(Hons) Acting Programme at LASALLE
College of the Arts. In 2013, she was the selected artist by Institue Francais
to attend the Avignon Theatre Festival in France. Jean is excited to perform
in a work of Moliére, who is the icon for French literature.

She has also starred as Abigail Williams in The Crucible (Toy Factory), Decimal
Points 7.7, Decimal Points 810 (Cake Theatrical Productions), Stand Behind the
Yellow Line (Singapore Repertory Theatre) and An Enemy of the People (Nine
Years Theatre).

Her TV credits include a main role in HBO Asia's Grace and hosting The
Surprise Party on OKTO.

Jean is a founding and core member of NYT Ensemble Project.
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Jalyn Han as Dorine

Jalyn Han is a theatre practitioner. Protégé of Kuo Pao Kun in Acting
& Directing (1989 — 1991). She has worked with the SAF Music & Drama
Company (1979 - 1998), The Theatre Practice, The Necessary Stage,
Theatreworks, Dramabox, Toy Factory, various local theatre groups, as well as
both mainstream and special needs schools. She is now actively involved in
creating inter-generation works with the communities from all walks of life.

Art is Living, with No segregations. Check her works at www.inarts.com.sg
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Koh Wan Ching as Cléante

companies including Drama Box, The Theatre Practice, Toy Factory Theatre
Ensemble, as well as puppet theatre companies The Finger Players and Paper
Monkey Theatre. She has performed in the International Theatre Festival 2010
in Beijing, the Zuni 2011 Theatre Season in Hong Kong, Suzuki Company of



Toga Summer Season 2012 in Japan, Macao Arts Festival 2013 as well as
Seoul Fringe Festival 2014. Besides creating and devising with collaborators,
Wan Ching also directs, teaches and designs costumes. She has trained with
SITI Company as well as the Suzuki Company of Toga and is a graduate of the
inaugural SITI Conservatory Program.
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Darius Tan as Orgon !

A seasoned and effectively bilingual actor, Darius has done more than 60
productions on stage & screen. He was nominated thrice as Best Supporting
Actor in ST's Life! Theatre Awards. Recently, together with his cast, he was
awarded Best Ensemble in the 14th Life! Theatre Awards in Nine Years
Theatre's critically acclaimed Mandarin adaptation of Twelve Angry Men.

His multifaceted versatility as an actor/singer is evident in the varied roles he
has taken in musicals, plays as well as screen. Happy to be working with Nine
Years Theatre and under the direction of Nelson Chia once again, Darius is
extremely grateful for this opportunity in re-creating Moliere’s classic Tartuffe.
Darius is represented by Fly Entertainment.
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Nine Years Theatre is a non-profit NFRHR— P IERFEE A E. FAl)
organisation with charity status. We receive KERZAREBESHKINAY, BREHREE
limited funding from the government and B, EBREK, RESFSEE. NMELE
require more funds to continue to grow e R ; ":F ~
and flourish. If you like our work and if you ERHNMERITAA RN ZBELIE,
think we should continue to make work, EXEHA.

please support us.

You can donate to us via:

BRGABE:

1) Cheque
Cheque should be made payable to : Nine Years Theatre Ltd.
Please indicate the following at the back of the cheque: Your name & contact information

Mail the cheque to :
Nine Years Theatre Ltd.
28 Aliwal Street #03-02 Aliwal Arts Centre
Singapore 199918

2) Give2Arts Portal
http://goo.gl/HDFg6A

3) SG Gives Portal
http://goo.gl/GjMPMD
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~ A Nine Years Theatre Production

HEER{ERSRENZHIER
A classic play by Russian playwright Maxim Gorky
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The Lower Depths

" Fisher, Moscow

A SCENE IN ACT I OF MAXIM (E()RK\"H MASTERPIECE, ‘‘“THE LOWER I)El"l'll.‘i," AT THE MOSCOW ART THEATRE.
STANISLAVSKY IN THE ROLE OF SATINE SITS ON THE TABLE // o
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